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Business Activity, as measured by the New York Times 
index, for the four weeks ending February 16, was down 
12 per cent from the previous four weeks and 22 per cent 
from the corresponding period of last year. Freight car 
loadings for the same four-week period were up 6 per cent 
from the previous four weeks and 6 per cent from the cor- 
responding period of last year. 

Bank Debits outside New York City dropped 6 per cent 
in January from December, but were 4 per cent above 
January, 1945. 

Industrial Production, as measured by the Federal Re- 
serve Board Index, was down 4 per cent in January from 
December, and was 33 per cent below January, 1945. 

Electric Power Production was up 2 per cent in January 
from December, but was 10 per cent under January, 1945. 

Bituminous Coal Production was up 17 per cent in Janu- 
ary from December, and was 3 per cent above January 
of last year. 

Machine Tool Shipments in January were 30 per cent 
above December, but were 19 per cent below January, 1945. 

Department Store Sales dropped 50 per cent in January 
from December, but were 13 per cent above January, 1945. 

Construction Activity, as measured by the value of con- 
tracts awarded, was up 8 per cent in January from De- 
cember, and 154 per cent from January, 1945. Residential 
construction and nonresidential construction were up 4 per 
cent and 12 per cent, respectively, in January from Decem- 
ber, and 359 per cent and 167 per cent, respectively, from 
January, 1945. Public works and utilities construction in 
January was down 1 per cent from December, but was 12 
per cent above January of last year. 

Employment in manufacturing industries was up frac- 
tionally in January from December, but was 25 per cent 
below January of last year. Retail trade employment was 
down 11 per cent in January from December, but was 5 
per cent above January, 1945. Employment in wholesale 


trades was up 1 per cent in January from December, and 
(Continued on page 2) 


IN OHIO 

Bank Debits in 16 Ohio cities were down 15 per cent in 
January from December, but were 4 per cent above Janu- 
ary, 1945. 

Agricultural Income was down 17 per cent in January 
from December, and was 4 per cent below January of last 
year. The January drop from December was caused by 
substantial declines in income from poultry, eggs, grains, 
and meat animals; income from dairy products was up 3 
per cent. As compared with January, 1945, income from 
dairy products and grains was up 8 per cent and 4 per 
cent, respectively, and income from meat animals and 
poultry and eggs was down 9 per cent and 12 per cent, 
respectively. 

Electric Power Production was down 5 per cent in Janu- 
ary from December, and 20 per cent from January, 1945. 

Construction Activity, as measured by the value of con- 
tracts awarded, was down 10 per cent in January from 
December, but was more than 300 per cent above Janu- 
ary, 1945. All types of construction were down in January 
from December, but residential and nonresidential con- 
struction were both up substantially from January, 1945. 
Public works and utilities construction was down 50 per 
cent from January in December, and 33 per cent from 
January last year. Retail sales of independent stores were 
down 22 per cent in January from December, but were 16 
per cent above January, 1945. Department store sales 
dropped 50 per cent in January from December, but were 
14 per cent above January of last year. 

Dyers’ and Cleaners’ sales were up 27 per cent in Janu- 
ary from December, and 14 per cent from January, 1945. 

New motor vehicle registrations were up substantially in 
January from December, and from January, 1945. 

Placements by U.S.E.S. were up 14 per cent in January 
ary from December, but were 67 per cent below January, 
1945. Registrations for work with the U.S.E.S. were up - 
51 per cent in January from December. Benefit payments 


in January were 26 per cent above December, and the 
(Continued on page 3) 
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10 per cent from January of last year. 

Income payments in January dropped 1 per cent 
from December and were 4 per cent below January, 
1945. Salaries and wages income was down 3 per 
cent in Janary from December, and 14 per cent from 
January of last year. Nonagricultural income was 
down 1 per cent in January from December, and 4 
per cent from January of last year. 

Commodity Prices continued to move within nar- 
row range. Wholesale commodity prices were un- 
changed from January and December, and were 2 
per cent above January, 1945. Retail food prices 
were down fractionally in January from December, 
but were 3 per cent above January of last year. 
Department store prices in January were up frac- 
tionally from December and from January last year. 

Demand deposits in February were down frac- 
tionally from January but were up 3 per cent from 
February of last year and 19 per cent from February 
of 1944, 

Stock prices of 354 industrials in February were 
up 28 per cent from February 1945 and 53 per cent 
from February of 1944. Stock prices of 28 utilities in 
February were up 29 per cent from February last 
year and 43 per cent from February 1944. The 
average stock price of 20 rails in February was up 
30 per cent from February of last year. 


FOOTNOTES FOR BULLETIN TABLES 


»Preliminary ; *Less than 0.5%; 7More than 1,000% increase; 
¢Change in number of failures; *Figures in parentheses show 
number of firms reporting this month; Data not available; 
¢Only percentage change available; 4A djusted for seasonal 
changes; *Bureau of Business Research estimate; tAdjusted for 
number of working days; *Not including government ain 
projects; ®Includes additions, alterations and repairs along wi 
residential and nonresidential ; * Weighted. 


Primary Sources: 


Computed from original data collected by the Bureau of Busi- 
ness Research from: ‘Local Power and Light *County 
Clerk of Courts; *Ohio Cleaners and Dyers. 

Computed by the Bureau of Business Research from data col- 
lected in cooperation with: ‘Bureau of the Census, U. S. Dept. 
of Commerce. 


Computed by the B of Busi Research from special 
tabulations supplied by: 5Bureau of Labor Statistics, U. S. Dept. 
of Labor; *Federal Power Commission; "Life Insurance Sales 
Research Bureau; and from data of: *Board of Governors of the 
Federal Reserve System; °F. W. Dodge Corporation. 

Other Data Sources: “New York Times; “Association of 
American Railroads; “Dun & Bradstreet, Inc.; “American Iron 
& Steel Institute; Usteel Magazine; “Federal Reserve Board; 
1%U. S. Dept. of Agriculture; “Commercial & Financial Chron- 

icle; *U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics; “Wards Reports; 
Federal Power Commission; “Bituminous Coal Division, U. 8S. 
Dept. of Interior; “U. S. Steel Corporation; “=F. W. Dodge 
Corporation; “Chain Store Age; ®U. S. Dept. of Commerce; 
*Fairchild Publications ; “Standard and Poor’s Corp.; “Dept. of 
Rural Economics, O. 8. U.; ™National Industrial Conference 
Board; ®R. L. Polk & Co.; “War Production Board; “Ohio 
Bureau of Unemployment Compensation. 
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CHANGE FRoM 
Last 
Monta 
ITEM 
Jan. Dec. Jan. 1 
1946 1945 1946 month 
Unit from 1946 
or Index Dec. from 
Base Period 1945 1945 
General Business 
Totals, or Average Indexes for G % 
4 Weeks Ended on Indicated Dates 
Bus. Activity” 2/16/46 Comp.Norm. 113 128 | — 12 — 22 —117 
Fght. Car Loadings™ 2/16/46 Thous.| 2,853 2,681 | + 6 + 6 6 
Com. Failures" 2/16/46 ..Number 10 50 | +114 + 55 1 
Calendar Mon 
¢ Bank Dbts. (Excl. N.Y.C.)%,* 1935-39 232 248|— 6 + 4 
Total Inc. Payments*,4..... 232 234;— 1|— 4 
Salaries and Wages Income”, a 230 236;— 3 |—1M 
Nonagricultural Income™,*... 228 4 
Agr. Inc. (Cash from Mites) 231 268|;—144|— 8 
Life Ins. Sales’............-. 175 161|/+ 9 + 39 
Steel Ingot Rates. 50 75 |— 34 | — 44 
Securities Issued’7—New. 200 244 | — 18 + 39 
Securities Issued—Refunding ” ” 146 5696 |— 76 | — 71 
Employment and Pay Rolls” 
*No. Employed—Mfg...........1939 122 i122; + * | — 25 
No. Empl’d—Trade—Retail.. .. ” 104 116 | — 11 t 5 
No. Empl'd—Trade—Whi'sale 105 104; + 1 10 
Rolle—Manufact............ 217 216;+ 1 — 34 
Production 
eIndustrial Prod............ 1935-39 15 161|— 4 
Elec. Power Prod.” ..Mil.of K.W.H.| 18,393 | 18,101; + 2 
Bitum. Coal Prod.™... ons} 54,100 | 46,100 | + 17 
Steel Prod.@ Av. Weekly Tons Thous. 87 1,371 | — 36 
Pig Iron Prod.™....... .Tons; 4,323 
Shipmts—U.S. Stl. Cp.4 Thous.Tons| » 1,460 
Mach. Tool Shipments... .Mil. Dol. 30 23) + 
Construction (Value of Contracts Awarded—37 Eastern States) 
Total (Index) Mo.Mov.Av. 1923-25 8 8i+ 2 
Total © cecceecccece hous. of Dol. 357,501 | 330,685 | + 8 
Residential 89,715 86,13 + 4 
Nonresidential™ ...... ” | 217,587 | 198,589 | + 12 
Public Works & Util® ” 50,199 | 50,962 |— 1 
Distribution 
Retail Sales (34 states)®........ | © 
Dept. Store Sales™...... ....1935-39 176, 351 | — 50 
Prices 
* Wholesale Commod. Prices"... . 1926 107 107 0 
Living (Quarterly). -1923) » 107 » 
Retail Food Prices 1935-39 141 
Dept. Store Prices™....... Jan. 1931 114 114,+ * 
Banking and Finance 
CHANGB FROM 
ITEM Feb. 13 | Feb. 14 | Feb. 16 | 
1946 1945 1944 Year 
Unit Per Ct. 
Federal Reserve 15 % 
U.S. Gov. Securities ....Mil. Dol. 23,253 19,181 11,394 21 
Member Bank Borrowings ” ” 411 231 32 78 
Member Banks—101 Cities® 
eTotal Loans ........... ” 15,074 11,894 11,872 + 27 
Bus. & Agr. Loans and 
Open Market Paper” ” 7,361 6,369 6,446 + 16 
Brok. & “Other Secur.” 
@NS ...... me 4,814 3,103 3,012 + 55 
Real Estate Loans.... ue 1,118 1,050 1,092 t 6 
1,723 ,288 1,230 34 
¢Total Investments .....” ” 51,869 47,029 41,982 + 10 
eU.S. Gov. Obligations 49,489 44,061 39,139 +12 
37,542 36,282 31,509 + 3 
Time Deposits Ssecee a 9,581 7,905 6,310 + 21 
Money in Circulation.... ” ” 27,967 25,533 20,610 + 10 
Monetary Gold Stock.... ” ” 20,157 20,507 21,802 — 2 
Security Markets?" 
Stoek Prices-354 Ind. Index’35-39 147 115 96 t 28 
Bond Yid-Cone’, a (high _ % 2.579 2.696 2.810 — 4 
* Indicates Series Charted (page 2). For S and Footnot 


Jan. Dec. Jan. Jan. 1 
1946 1945 1946 1946 | month 
Unit from from 1946 
or Indez Dec. Jan. from 
Base Period 1945 1945 1945 
General Business 
Fo % % 
Bank ft cities) 1935-39) 233 274 | — 15 + 4 
Commercial Failures” ..... Number 2 2 0 0 
Liabilities Thous. Dol. 50 94 | — 47 + 72 
Life Ins. Sales?.............1935-89 184 163 | + 12 + 53 
Agr. Income*—to' «+ -1924-28 175 211 |— 17 — 4 

Meat Animals ... 217 2299|;— 56 |— 9 

Dairy Products 186 1380 + 8/+ 8 

Grains . 144 207 | — 30 + 4 

Poultry and 149 256 |— 42 |—12 | 

e Electric Power Produc.®,'. ..1935-39) 175 184 | — 56 |— 20 | 
Bit. Coal Production™...Thous. tons| 2,955 2,585 | + 14 | + 18 
Construction (Value of Contracts Awarded)*’* 
Total 207 229 | — 10 +387 
‘ 133 151 | — 12 +476 
427 445|— 4 +627 
32 63 | — 50 | — 33 
e e — 22 + 16 
e Dept. Store Sales* (13)*...1935-39 181 363 | — 50 + 14 
Dyers & Cleaners’ Sales* (34)* 1939 245 193 | + 2 t 14 
Passgr. Car Reg. New? (41 cos.) No. 1,647 514 | +220 y 
Truck Reg. New? (41 yermad Kenee 1,099 856 | + 28 +300 
Used Car Reg.? (34 cos.) ” | 22,311 16,880 | + 32 +125 
Living Costs (6 cit.) Qr.™ ‘Jan. 1939 b b b 
Placements, and Unemployment Compensation™ 
Placements by U.S.E.S.. -Number| 22,020 19,361 | + 14 | — 69 
Reg. for Work vith Uz S.E .S. 192,229 | 127,463 | + 51 + 7 
Total Benefit Payments..Thous. Dol.| 8,510 6,77 + 26/;+ 7 
Av. Revg. Benefits—Wkly. Number| 96,558 | 89,198| + 8 + 
Wkly. Benefits Per Recipient. ..Dol. 19.34 19.27; + * + 30 
Unemployment Comp. Fund. Mil. Dol. 473 478 |— 1 + 10 
Employment, Pay Rolls and Earnings® 
Dec. Dec. 12 
ITEM Unit ov. | from | from | 
rom rom 
or Index 1946 1945 Nov. Dec. from 
Base Period 1945 1944 1944 
Number Employed: | % % % 
e TotalY (7,697)* ......... 1935-39 127 | 124|;+ 2 — 14 — 9 
e Manufacturing’ (2,343)* 116 | #* — 26 
e Trade& Ppb. Util.” (4,434)* ” 118 | 1ll | + 6 6 + 3 

Construction® (744)* ... ne 107 | 118 |— 6 14 + 2 
Pay Rolls—Mfg.¥ (2, 343)*. 212 | 209 | + 1 — 38 
Man-Hours—Mfg.¥ (2,315)" ” 140. 139 | + #* |—8 
Wage Earner Mfg.” (2,315)* 

Av. Weekly Earnings..... ... 44.94, 4444/+ 1]/—16 |— 6 

Av. Hours Worked...... Number 41.9 418 |+ *= |—11 |— 6 

Av. Hourly Earnings........Dol. 1.07 | 1.06;+ 1|/— 6|—1 

Banking (4th Federal Reserve District) 
CHANGE FROM 
Feb. 13 Feb. 14 Feb. 16 
1946 | 1945 | 1944 | bast | Last 
Unit Amt. | PerCt. 
Cleveland Federal Reserve Bank $ % 
U.S. Gov. Securities ..Thous.Dol. | 2,126,459 | 1,728,459 | 1,006,221 | —11,342 | + 23 
Member Bank Borrowings ” ” 54,070 12,275 20 | +44,899 | +340 
Member Banks—4th District 
e Total Loans ........... Mil. Dol. 1,103 904 910 12] + 22 
Bus. & Agr. Loans and 

Open Market Paper ” 438 401 410} + 1}/+ 9 
Brok. & “Other Secur.” 

ime 354 217 182 | — 15| + 63 
Real Estate 158 159 166 1 
Other Loans ...... 153 127 141 4) + 20 

e Total Investments ..... ar 4,295 3,822 3,336 | + 63} + 12 

e U.S. Gov. Obligations ..” ” 4,010 3,580 3,095 | + 53| + 12 

Demand Deposits ...... 2,921 2,977 2,571; —  44|/— 2 

Time Deposits ......... 1,282 1,093 + 20|+ 17 
¢ Indicates Series Charted (page 3). For S Footnotes, see Page 2. 
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Business in Ohio 


NUMBER EMPLOYED 


IN OHIO 

(Continued from page 1) 
average weekly benefit per recipient was up frac- 
tionally. 


Total employment was up 2 per cent in December 
from November, but was 14 per cent under Decem- 
ber, 1944, and for the year 1945 was 9 per cent below 
1944. Manufacturing employment was up fraction- 
ally in December from November, and trade and 
public utilities employment was up 6 per cent. As 
compared with December, 1945, manufacturing em- 
ployment was up 26 per cent in December, and trade 
and public utilities employment, 6 per cent. For the 
year, 1945, as compared with 1944, manufacturing 
employment went down 14 per cent, and trade and 
public utilities employment was up 3 per cent. Con- 
struction employment in December was down 5 per 
cent from November, but was 14 per cent above 
December, 1944, and for the year 1945 was 2 per 
cent above the same period last year. 

Average weekly earnings per wage earner in 
manufacturing in December were about $45 which 
represents an increase of 1 per cent from November 
but a decrease of 16 per cent from December of 1944. 
Average hours worked per week per wage earner 
in manufacturing was close to 42 in December which 
represents a fractional increase from November but 
a decrease of 11 per cent from December 1944. 
Average hourly earnings in manufacturing of a 
$1.07 in December were up 1 per cent from November 
but down 6 per cent from December 1944. 


RETAIL SALES — INDEPENDENT STORES IN OHIO‘ 
CHANGES IN 
SALES From 
Last 
Sales | Mo. Last YeEaR 
KIND OF BUSINESS Stores} Jan. | Jan. | Jan. | 1 Mo. 
1946 | 1946 | 1946 1946 
from | from | from 
Dec. | Jan. | 1 Mo. 
1945 | 1945 1945 
¥ 
er $000 % % 
FOOD 98 746 | — 10 
Candy & Confectionery... | 7 23;— 17;+ 2 
Groceries (no meats) . 12 43 —17\+ 3 
Groceries (with meats) . | 77 — 11 
Meat markets............ | 2 4|— 21/ + 10 
APPAREL | 82 1,330|— 56;— 
Men’s clothing........... } 34 446 | — 60 + * 
Family clothing.......... 17 411 
Women’s clothing 12 38|— 1 
Shoe stores. ............. 131|—40|/— 2 
AUTOMOTIVE 43 879 | + + 28 
Motor vehicles........... 38 850 | + 38|+ 28 
FURNITURE | 47 598 |— 34/+ 52 
| 34 519 | — 48 
Household appl. & radios. | 12 72|— 13|+ 97 
BUILDING 1,507|— 8!+ 46 
abe & Bldg. material. | 36 690 | + 23 + 32 
| 103 765 |— 25|+ 59 
53 875 | + 7 
46 842;+ 7 
7 4 
50 244|— 28; + 12 
13} 2,731|— 50| + 13 
81 431 |— 15 
4 31|— 37|+ 17 
11 72|— 36 
41 444|— 70| + 29 
5 43 | — 63|+ 17 
All lines: 680 
Weighted by 1943 annual sales.......... — 22); + 16 
Adjusted for number of working days..|— 25/ + 16 


For Footnotes and Sources, see Page 2. 


T 
(1935— 1939 = 100) 280 
250 250 
1 
220 220 
190 | 190 
ALL INDUSTRIES 
160) EMPLOYED ALL 
PAY ROLLS 
130 |- | 130 
100 190 
| ii 
70 340 
' 310 
PRODUCTION AND CONSTRUCT! Nin 
280 280 
25 250 
220 itt H 220 
af N 
\ «PRODUCTION | al! | 
40 | 
280 
TRADE : i | \ 
250 H 250 
1 
BANK DEPT. STORE 
SALES 
190 — 190 
160 
DOLLARS 
130 3600 
100 3300 
70 3000 
BANKING AND FINANCE 2700 
MILLION DOLLARS 
240 2400 
2100 2100 
| 
1800 
U.S. GOV'T DIRECT | 
1500] OBLIGATIONS _ INVESTMENTS 1500 
120 1200 
60 +— 600 
1937 1939 1941 1943 1945 1946 


INDEX 
OM 
1 
month 
1946 
from 
1945 
| | 
12 
months 
1945 
from 
1944 
3 
2 
17 
18 
— 6 
— 6 
— 
| 


4 Bulletin of Business Research 
© February, 1946 


Number Employed, Pay Rolls, @¢ 


Employment in Ohio was up 2 per cent in December i 
m em 
TOTAL MANUFACTURING from November but was 14 per cent under December, 1944, § Nov 
350 TIT TTTTT] 350 and for the year 1945 was 9 per cent below 1944. Manufae.@ 1944 
jo turing employment was up fractionally in December from} Pay 
el November, but was 26 per cent under December, 1944, and # in [ 
250 250 and for the year 1945 was 14 per cent under 1944. Employ. } 194 
ment in trade and public utilities was up 6 per cent in’ Con 
200 200 December from November, 6 per cent from December, 1944, } fror 
and for the year 1945 was 3 per cent above 1944. Construc. } but 
150 Liitilit is tion employment was down 5 per cent in December from; M™ 
November, but was 14 per cent above December, 1944, and! tion 
100 |}—*>—_ nl ath 300 for the year 1945 was 2 per cent above 1944. For the year) cent 
oi j™ MAN HOURS | aa | 1945 all of the major industry groups except 1 reported} 18 | 
250 employment declines. util: 
Pay Rolls were up 2 per cent in December from Novem-} but 
— ber, but were down 26 per cent from December, 1944, and} yea 
~— for the year 1945 were 12 per cent below 1944. Manufac-” dec 
wpLoveD| 
| INDUSTRIAL GROUP - 
R 150 Dec. Dee. 12 
1945 | 1945 
| 1945 | 1944 | 1944 
50 350 TOTAL (TE0T)* 127| 124 
LUMBER All Manufacturing’ (2343)..... 116 *|— 
Chemicals (166) ............. 139) 187/+ 1/— 5] — 
300 300 Food Products (220).......... 102| 106|/— 8/+ 1] — 
\ Bakery (54) 100} =| — 
Miscellaneous (166) ........ 1a 4)+ 4) 
250 , 250 Lumber Products (115).. 119 101 | + 17 | — 25; — 21 
200 200 Machinery (454) ...-......... 185 | 187|— 1|—28| —1 
PAY / AMAL, Electrical Mach., Apparatus 
ROLLS tis and Supplies (117)....... 228 230;— 1|— 
150 150 Machine Tools (47)......... 184| 180|4+ 2|—16| —17 
7 Material Handling and 
| 650 Metal Products (5 55) 122} 116)/+ 4}/—15| —10 
Foundry Products and 
50 600 | 137 132} + 4|— 25; —1 
umps, 
MACHINERY | Plumbers’ Supplies (16)..| 94| 99|+ 5|+12| + 2 
550 la A L 550 Screw Machine Produ 
and Hardware (38)....... 134 5| 
Sheet Metal Work (78) 115] 110/+ 5|—15] — 6 
orks an 
500 500 Rolling Mills (76)........ 14] 10}+ 8|— 6|—5 
Stoves and Furnaces (31)... | 108] 105|+ 4|—18] —15 
| 450 Miscellaneous (289) ........ 146} 147|/— 1|— 30| —15 
Paper and Printing (255)..... | 118} + 2] 10 t 1 
| cw Paper, inc. Stationery (24).. 114 111 3 t 10 1 
400 p= 400 Print. and Publish. (141).. 116 114 2 10; + 1 
] | Miscellaneous (90) ......... 121 117 3 10}; — * 
| Stonoducts (163). + 5 2|—4 
74 70 6|— 28} — 9 
250 lilitl eso Vitreous and Semi-Vitreous 
China and Pottery (38)... | 122| 120 t 6|—8 
Miscellaneous (54) ......... 16 73 4|/+10} — 8 
200 Textiles (147) ...... 79 — 
350 Men’s Clothing (48)........ 80 + 1] — 
Miscellaneous (99) ......... 14 mi— 1j/— 
150 Vehicles (102) 71 9 |— 25|— 74| 
300 utos and Parts (62)...... 52 80 | — 35 | — 61} — 19 
Cars, Electric and 
100 Street Railway (6)....... 141] 1|/—25| —2 
250 Miscellaneous (34) ......... 239] —4# 
Miscellaneous Manufac. (118). 114 111 2|— 8|— 8 
50 Tot. Trade & Pub. Util.¥ (4434) | 118] 111 : 6|+ 6 3 
METAL PRODUCTS Transp. & Pub. Util. (809)... | 110} 106|+ 4 t 9} +3 
1s0 150 Construction# (FTE). 107} 118|;— 5 
Mines and Quarries (176)....... e e + 1 o 


Indexes of Number employed and of pay rolls are based on the em! 4. 
employment of 679,380 persons in 5,937 establishments. Figures 


1937 1939 1941 1943 1945 1946 rolls. In most cases, fewer establishments report man-hours. 


For sources and footnotes, see page 2. 
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d Man-Hours in Ohio Industry 


ecember | turing pay rolls were up 1 per cent in December from 
er, 1944, j November, but were down 38 per cent from December, 
Manufac-@ 1944, and for the year 1945 were 17 per cent below 1944. 
ber from} Pay rolls in trade and public utilities were up 6 per cent 
1944, and 4 in December from November, 9 per cent from December, 
Employ- | 1944, and for the year 1945 were 6 per cent above 1944. 
cent in) Construction pay rolls dropped 6 per cent in December 
yer, 1944, | from November, but were 5 per cent above December, 1944, 
Yonstruc- | but for the year 1945 were 1 per cent below 1944. 
ber from; Man-Hours in manufacturing industries were up frac- 
1944, and! tionally in December from November, but were 34 per 
the year) cent below December, 1944, and for the year 1945 were 
reported | 18 per cent below 1944. Man-hours in trade and public 

utilities were up 5 per cent in December from November, 
1 Novem-} but were 6 per cent under December, 1944, and for the 
1944, and} year 1945 were 2 per cent below 1944. All groups reported 
Manufac- declines for the year 1945 from 1944. 
Pay Roiis® Man-Hours*® 

InD 
=100 CHANGE 1985-39—100 CHANGER 
5 | months 1945 | 1945 | months | 1945 | 1945 | months 
m 1945 Nov. | from | from 1945 || Dee. | Nov. | from | from 1945 
B. from 1945 ov. ec. from 1945 | 1945 | Nov. | Dec. from 
4 = 1945 | 1944 | 1944 | 1945 | 1944 | 1944 
| % % | % | %* | | 
— 9 mi+ — is > 
26 | —17 140] 189} + =*|— 34] —18 
s|—8 — 8 168 | — 6 
1] — 1 1/+ 4] + 3 100] 3i— — 8 
4) 179|— 2 4| + 2 1} — 8 
25 | — 194 | + 16 | — 38 | — 28 116] + 16 | — — 25 
33 | — 28 175 | + 24|— 46 | — 29 124} 100] + 24|— 42] — 81 
i3| —ll 3|—23| —12 96 — 16 
23 | — 14 8|—42| —16 || 212] 220|— 3|— —19 
26 | — 12 409) + 2}—45| —19 262| 265|— 36] — 15 
i¢| — + 6|— — 10 204} 199|+ 8|—47| — 12 
6| — 6 7/+26| — 7 153 | 145|+ 6] +18] — 10 
31 | — 16 7|— — 16 108} 115|— 6|— 48| — 28 
15 | — 10 207; + 9|—26| — 12 186] + 7|—25| — 14 
25| — 15 —17 155| 149|/+ —18 
12] + 2 99 71+ — 8 
s| 3|/—16| — 12 158 | 157|/+ 1/—15| —14 
— 6 216) + 65 25 | — 10 1387} 181|/+ 2 18 
—s8 180} + 18|— 20| —11 136} 121] + 12|—19| — 10 
ig | —15 1890|}+ 5|—34| — 21 121} 6|—26| — 20 
30 | — 15 4|/—35| — 18 177| 171|/+ 3|/— — 19 
12| + 5 187 | 7) — 2 
10 1 225|/+ 3] + 165 141| 1871+ 8/+ 9] + = 
10} + 1 mi+ 4 ti+ ti — 2 
10| — 206 5/+ 12] + 5 81+ 
199 196 4|— 9| — 7 
198}+ 5|—34| — 12 19 |. + — 8 
1]/—4 216;+ 8| — 2 181)/+ 6/+ 8] — 4 
23) — 9 106} + — 11 70 66 
6|— 3 4/+ 2) — 8 87 7 
si|+ 1] — 2 102 — 2 
$8} — — 8 91 — 8 
1| — 5 6| — 2 99 *|—10| — 8 
166;— 1/— — 4 87 2}/—10| — 8 
74|—% —24|—177| — 84 116|— 26|—77| — 36 
61| —19 172 | — 37 | — 68 | — 28 61 99 | — 39 | — 67 | — 28 
25) 130) + 34| — 18 155 | 149 — 
85 | — 40 509} + 9|— — 42 272 | 256 — 86 
g|— 8 198/+ 3}/—14] — 8 138] — 10 
6 $73; 9] + 6 109; 108;+ — 2 
6 187) + 3/412) + 4 106 | 107|/— 11+ 21 — 2 
41 sit sit? 126 114) +10}+ 8] + 8 
14| 175] — 6 5 = 1 
b e + 4 b b | b b 
729,361 persons i 

n 7,697 establishments. Indexes of man-hours, on the 
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AKRON 


Retail sales of 18 independent stores declined 40 
per cent in January from December but rose 2 per 
cent from January, 1945. Bank debits were down 
7 per cent in January from December and declined 
4 per cent from January, 1945. Industrial power 
consumption decreased 3 per cent in January from 
December and declined 31 per cent as compared with 
January, 1945. The total value of building permits 
for January decreased 41 per cent from December 
but were 262 per cent above January, 1945. 

December employment in manufacturing industries 
declined 37 per cent from December, 1944. Pay rolls 
in manufacturing industries in December dropped 
52 per cent from December, 1944. 


CANTON 


January sales of 19 independent retailers declined 
38 per cent from December, 1945, but were up 2 per 
cent from January, 1945. Bank debits in January 
were 10 per cent below December and declined 7 per 
cent from January, 1945. The total value of building 
permits in January declined 48 per cent from Decem- 
ber but increased 858 per cent from January, 1945. 

Employment in manufacturing industries for the 
12 months of 1945 was down 12 per cent as com- 
pared with 1944. December pay rolls in manufactur- 
ing industries for the 12 months of 1945 declined 
16 per cent as compared with 1944, 


CINCINNATI 


Sales of 36 independent retailers in January de- 
clined 11 per cent from December but rose 16 per 
cent above January, 1945. Bank debits declined 7 
per cent in January from December but were up 
9 per cent as compared with January, 1945. Retail 
food prices in January declined fractionally from 
December but increased 2 per cent from January, 
1945. The steel industry operating rate for January 
was 70 per cent of capacity which was an increase 
of 9 per cent from December but a decrease of 24 
per cent from January, 1945. 

Manufacturing employment for the 12 months of 
1945 was down 17 per cent as compared with 1944. 
December pay rolls in manufacturing industries in- 
creased 2 per cent from November. 


CLEVELAND 


Retail sales of 50 independent stores declined 40 
per cent in January from December but were up 
12 per cent from January, 1945. Bank debits de- 
creased 19 per cent in January from December but 
rose fractionally from January, 1945. Retail food 
prices dropped fractionally in January from Decem- 
ber but advanced 2 per cent from January, 1945. The 
steel industry operating rate in January was 63 per 
cent of capacity which was a decline of 23 per cent 
from December and 25 per cent from January, 1945. 

December employment in manufacturing industries 
declined 1 per cent from November and 29 per cent 
from December, 1944. For the 12 months of 1945 
manufacturing employment declined 14 per cent from 
1944. 
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GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS 


Akron To % % 
Retail Sales—Independent Stores‘ (18) *% e e — 40 + 2 
Auto Registrations : 2? New Cars Number 140 23 09 + 7 
New Trucks ” 97 77 | + 26 +3822 
Cost of Living (Quarterly) ®. Jan. 1939 b 130 
«Bank Debits 302 324;— 7 — 4 
Commercial Failures” ......... Number 0 0 0 0 
Liabilities .... _Thous . Dol. 0 0 0 0 
Indust. Power Consumption!t... 1085-89 288 298; — 3 - $1 
Val. Bidg. Permits®:*—Total® ... 281 402 | — 41 +262 
120 118} + 7 
Nonresidential .............. ” 219 962 | — 77 +252 
Canton 
Retail Sales—Independent Stores‘ (19) *% e e — 38 + 2 
Auto Registrations :? New Cars Number 81 25 | +224 + 
“4 New Trucks 60 51 18 +900 
*Bank Debits 225 249 | — 10 — 7 
Commercial Failures™ .. . Number 0 0 0 0 
Liabilities ... .. Thous. Dol. 0 0 0 0 
Val. Bldg. Permits* -t—Total®.. - 1985-39 189 269 | — 48 +858 
ident’ 148 46 | +219 y 
Nonresidential ..........++.. 109 520 | — 19 +354 
Cincinnati 
Retail Sales—Independent Stores‘ (36) *% e e — 11 + 16 
Auto Registrations : :? New Cars Number 215 82| +162 + ¥ 
New Trucks ” 141 128 | + 10 +513 
Cost of Living (Quarterly)™”.Jan. 1939 » 126 b b 
Retail Food Price Index*...... - 1935-39 138 139; — * + 2 
Debits Index®:t........... 220 236 vi + 9 
Commercial Failures .........Number 1 1 0 + 1 
Liabilities’? .....Thous. Dol. 10 58 | — 83 + 
Val. t—Total®.. -1985-39 53 86 | — 38 +400 
Reside 41 33 | + 22 + 
40 5i | — 29 + 
Ind. Oper. Rate” 4 Wks. Av. % Cap. 70 644|/+ 9 — 24 
Cleveland 
Retail Sales—Independent Stores‘ (50) *% e e — 40 + 12 
Auto Registrations : :2 New Cars’ Number 427 98 | +336 +663 
New Trucks ” 325 182 | + 79 +222 
Cost of Living (Quarterly)™.Jan. 1939 b 129 b b 
Retail Food Price Index#*...... -1985-89 144 145|— * + 2 
*Bank Debits Index*t........... 249 306 | — 19 + * 
Commercial Failures’ ... ...Number 1 0 
Liabilities .....Thous. Dol. 40 54 
Val. Bldg. Permits* t—Total®. . -1985-89 184 391 | — 53 +368 
151 97 | + 56 +893 
Nonresidential ......... ee 289 | 1,196 | — 76 +636 
Ind. Oper. Rate™ 4 Whe. “Av. % Cap. 63 81 | — 23 — 25 
EMPLOYMENT AND PAY ROLLS® 
ITEM Dee. | Nov. — 
from from 1946 
Index 1945 | 1946 Nov. Dec. from 
Base Period 1945 1944 1944 
% %o %o 
jo. Emp., Manufac. (92)*.. 108 105 |+ 2 — 37 — 22 
nstruction® (43) * 123 120 |+ 2 + 26 — 6 
+ Pay Rolls, ‘All Manufac. (92)*.. 142 | 656 | —52 | — 80 
Construction® (43)*.. 265 255 | + 4 + 14 — 8 
Canton 
No. Emp. All Manufac. “—.- - 1935-39 143 104 | + 87 — 21 — 12 
«Pay Rolls, Ali Manufac. (75) ®. 183 148 | + 24 — 46 — 16 
Cincinnati 
No. Emp., All Manufac. (393)* 1935-39 180 126/+ 8 — 34 —17 
Construction® (146)*. a 81 8ij— 7 + 28 + 16 
+ Pay Rolis, All Manufac. (393)*. fs 223 220|+ 2 — 49 — 21 
Construction® (146)*. o 12 124;— 1 + 30 + 19 
Cleveland 
No. Emp., All Manufac. (573)* 1935-39 124 | 125|/— 1 |—29 | —14 
Construction® (216)*. 156 164 5 + 3 —ill 
+ Pay Rolls, All Manufac. (573)*. 235 | 236|— = |—44 |—17 
Construction® (216)*. 152 1.9 10 — 15 —14 


* Indicates Series Charted (page 6). 


For Sources and Footnotes, see Page 2. 
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Unit from from 1945 
or Index Dec. Jan. from 
Base Period 1945 1945 1945 
GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS 
Columbus %o % % 
Retail Sales—Independent Stores‘ (34) *% e e — 38 + 17 
Auto Registrations : :* New Cars Number 134 51 | +163 + ¥ 
New Trucks ” 97 84 | + 15 + 98 
Retail Food Price Index™....... 1935-39 b 134 b b 
* Bank Debits Index®t........... ™ 208 211 | — 23 + 18 
mmercial Failures’ ........-. Number 0 0 0 — 1 
Liabilities” ..... Dol. 0 0 0 —100 
Val. Bldg. Permits®-*—Total* . — 155 160 |— 38 — 21 
Residential ...... 102 146 | — 30 + 
Nonresidential 251 124 | +102 + 7 
Dayton 
Retail Sales—Independent Stores‘ (19) *% e e — 50 — 3 
Auto Registrations :2? New Cars Number 119 -25 | +3876 + »¥ 
New Trucks ” 46 | 29 | + 59 + ¥ 
Cost of Living -Jan. 1939 127 b 
* Bank Debits Index*'..... 250 26|;— 9 + 7 
Commercial Failures“ ....... 0 0 0 0 
Liabilities’? ..... D 0 0 0 0 
Indust. Power Consumption? t. 1985-89 156; 193 | — 19 — 27 
Val. Bldg. Permits’: *—Total® ... 148 | 2,121 | — 93 +848 
Residential ...........++ ee 345 133 | +158 + ¥ 
Nonresidential .......... 61 | 2,980 | — 98 + 
Toledo 
Retail Sales—Independent Stores‘ (39) *% e e — 42 + 11 
Auto Registrations : :* New Cars Number b 31 b 
New Trucks ” b 45 v b 
Cost of Living (Quarterly)”..Jan. 1939 b 182 v b 
* Bank Debits Index®t......... « -1935-39 205 246 |— 17 + 4 
Commercial Failures ......... Number | 0 0 0 
7 Liabilities? ..... . Dol. 0 0 0 
Indust. Power Consumption’ t. .. 1935-89 184 180 | + 2 — 29 
Val. Bidg. Permits®:*—Total® ... ” 526 392 | + 34 + ¥ 
10; 398 | — 73 +254 
Nonresidential ............ 1,263 615 | +145 + 
Youngstown 
Retail Sales—Independent Stores (15) *% e e — 16 + 26 
Auto Registrations : 3 — Cars Number 94 16 | +488 + ¥ 
New Trucks ” 23 42 | — 45 +283 
Cost of Living (Quarterly)™..Jan. 1939 b 131 b b 
Bank Debits 204 224 |— 9 + 18 
Commercial Failures’? .........Number 0 0 0 
ss Liabilities’? ..... Thous. Dol. 0 0 0 
Indust. Power Consumption? t. 1985-39 125 158 | — 21 — 45 
Val. Bidg. Permits’: *—Total® ... 95 119 | — 21 + 
™ 90 64 | + 41 + 
Nonresidential . 240 | — 54 + 
Steel Ind. Oper. Rates '; Wks. "Av. % Cap. 58 | 76 | — 23 — 30 
EMPLOYMENT AND PAY ROLLS® 
194: 1945 mont! 
ITEM from from 1945 
Index Nov. Dec. from 
Base Period 1945 1944 1944 
Columbus % % % 
No. Emp., All Manufac. (119)*. 1395-39 118 17});+ 1 — 87 — 22 
e Pay Rolls, All Manufac. (119)*. 244;+ 5 —- 43 — 22 
Dayton 
No. Emp., All Manufac. (125)*. 1895-39 74 125 | — 41 — 52 — 18 
Construction? (55)*.. es 79 77ii+ 8 + 19 — 13 
Pay Rolls, All Manufac. 125)a. 290 | — 48 — 58 — 24 
Consiruction® (55)*.. 1:1 166 | + 3 + 25 — 6 
Toledo 
No. Emp., All Manufac. (187)*. 1895-39 z q + 1 — 42 — 21 
e Pay Rolls, All Manufac.(187)*..  ” 126 111 | + 14 — 52 — 28 
Youngstown 
No. Emp., All Manufac. (90)*.. 1295-39 $9 99'+ x |—17 |—18 
” Constructions (27)*.. =” 43 59 | — 27 + 8 + 3 
Pay Rolls, All Manufac. (90)*.. 168 159 | + 6 — 29 — 1b 
Construction® (27)*.. ” 74 104 | — 29 + 2 + 16 


: CHANGE FROM 
: : LAST Last 1 
MonTH Year > 
ITEM 1946 | 1945 | Jan. | Jan. | 1 tot 
: | 1946 1946 | Mont de 
fre 
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Indicates Series Charted (page 7). For Sources and Footnotes, see Page 2. 


Bulletin of Business Research 7 
February, 1946 ® 


the Chief Ohio Cities 


COLUMBUS 


January sales of 34 independent retailers declined 
38 per cent from December, but increased 17 per 
cent from January, 1945. Bank debits declined 23 
per cent in January from December but were up 
18 per cent as compared with January, 1945. The 
total value of building permits issued in January 
decreased 3 per cent from December and 21 per cent 
from January, 1945. 

Employment in manufacturing industries increased 
1 per cent in December from November and for the 
12 months of 1945 fell 22 per cent as compared with 
1944. Pay rolls in manufacturing industries were 
up 5 per cent in December from November and for 
the 12 months of 1945 decreased 22 per cent as com- 
pared with 1944. 


DAYTON 


Retail sales of 19 independent stores were down 
50 per cent in January from December and were 3 
per cent below January, 1945. Bank debits decreased 
9 per cent in January from December but increased 
7 per cent as compared with January, 1945. Indus- 
trial power consumption declined in January with a 
decrease of 19 per cent from December and 27 per 
cent from January, 1945. The total value of building 
permits dropped 93 per cent in January from De- 
cember. 

For the 12 months of 1945 manufacturing employ- 
ment declined 18 per cent as compared with 1944. 
Pay rolls in manufacturing industries declined 43 
per cent in December from November. 


TOLEDO 


Sales of 39 independent retailers declined 42 per 
cent in January from December but rose 11 per cent 
from January, 1945. Bank debits in January fell 17 
per cent from December but were up 4 per cent from 
January, 1945. Industrial power consumption rose 
2 per cent in January from December but declined 
29 per cent from January, 1945. The total value of 
building permits issued in January increased 34 per 
cent from December. 

For the 12 months of the year manufacturing em- 
ployment declined 21 per cent as compared with 


1944. Pay rolls in manufacturing industries were 


up 14 per cent from November, 1945. 


YOUNGSTOWN 


January sales of 15 independent retailers declined 
16 per cent from December but increased 26 per cent 
from January, 1945. Bank debits declined 9 per cent 
in January from December but were up 13 per cent 
as compared with January, 1945. Industrial power 
consumption decreased 21 per cent in January from 
December and 45 per cent from January, 1945. The 
steel industry operating rate for January was 58 
per cent of capacity which was a decline of 23 per 
ee from December and 30 per cent from January, 

5. 

Manufacturing employment declined 18 per cent 
for the 12 months of 1945 as compared with 1944, 
Pay rolls in manufacturing industries were up 6 per 
cent in December from November. 
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CONSUMER SPENDING IN OHIO IN 1945 


The record breaking consumer spending in retail stores probably bought in 1945 as compared with 1939 because 
in Ohio, begun during the war, continued through 1945. of the shortages in the lower priced lines. 
Total retail sales amounted to an estimated $3.5 billion in 


1945 compared with an estimated $3.3 billion in 1944 and 
$2.4 billion in the prewar year of 1939. Percentagewise, RETAIL SALES, BY MAJOR BUSINESS GROUPS, OHIO, 1945 


retail sales in 1945 were 6.4 and 45.8 above the 1944 and KINO OF BUSINESS SALES VOLUME. 

1939 levels, respectively. FOOD 
GENERAL MERCHANDISE Gali Gilet Gillie @ 

Retail Sales Volume—1945 as Compared with 1944 carne 


The dollar volume of retail sales was up about $210 


million or about 6.4 per cent in 1945 as compared with _——— i ~ 
1944. Since cost of living (United States) during the past een ae <i 
year increased only 3.7 per cent for goods bought at retail, etait <a 
it appears that a greater quantity of goods or better qual- a 
ity goods were bought in 1945 as compared with 1944. aman —— 
While retail sales were up 6.4 per cent, Ohio pay rolls iaiiniias ae 
actually declined (about 11 per cent) in 1945 from 1944. iiteaiaiaaintas <a 
These latter relationships suggest that a greater per cent pecan ww 
of wages and salaries were spent in retail stores in 1945 
than was true during the war period when the trend in a ° 
both pay rolls and retail sales was upward. represents 100 


Consumers spent about 12 million more dollars in groc- 


Source: Accompanying table. 
eries and other food stores and about 22 million more dol- 


lars in eating and drinking places in 1945 than in 1944. While a slightly smaller per cent of total expenditures 
Department store sales were up about $50 million and in retail stores was spent in food stores, the dollar figure 
apparel store sales were up about $28 million in 1945 as was about $238 million more in 1945 than in 1939. Both 
compared with 1944. the per cent of the total expenditures in retail stores as 

Retail expenditures for household appliances and radios well as the dollar volume of retail sales in eating and 
as well as for motor vehicles were greater in 1945 than in drinking places were considerably greater in 1945 as com- 
1944. This upward trend in sales for household appliances pared with 1939. More than twice as many dollars were 


and automobiles is 


spent in each of 
a reversal of the RETAIL SALES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS, OHIO, 1939, 1944 AND 1945 the following types 


downward trend (Sales in thousand dollars) of retail stores in 
which existed dur- Sint 1945 as in 1939: 
ing the preceding 1939 1944 1946 department stores, 
two years. KIND OF BUSINESS Sales ~ = eating and drink- 
1989 1944 ing places, wom- 
Retail Sales Vol- Food Group ein gecstauwcecesssesersesss $ 609,065 $ 835,374 $ 847,621 30.2 +38 en’s clothing, jew- 
ume—1945 as Com Groceries with Meats................. 366,931 | 503,802 |  500,593| + 36.4| —o.6 stores, and 
pared with 1939 General Stores and Farm Supplies Group‘ 69,342 81,893 84,115 | + 21.3) +27 florists shops 
14,641 24,917 25,593 | + 74.8] + 2.7 
Retail sales in General Merchandise Group™ ............ 348,814 638,398 705,769 | +102.3 1 Retail sales in 
Department Stores 256,830 470,259 519,885 | +102.4 106 a 
1945 were 45.8 per Apparel Group 114,920 | 304.581 | 382.411 | + 90.1) + 9.1 ousehold appli- 
en’s an J ,07 5 
Family Clothing 22,407 42.916 | 44.075 + 24 ances and radio 
in . Since the ‘omen’s Clothing .............- wih x . + 7. "4 
39,953 63,656 74,017 | + 85.3 | +16.3 stores and by mot 
cost of goods (Uni- Furniture, Household, Radio Group 98,667 94,112 | 102,280 t 338 t 86 © or vehicle dealers 
Household Appliances and Radios... . | 10.888 | — 654) +283 in 1945 were less 
ceased =m retail Motor Vehicle Dealers. 282,804 122,558 129,687 | — 54.2 t 58 than half the vol- 
stores (food, cloth- Filling Stations | | + of sales in 
ing, and household Lumber Building Group.................. 97,598 126,500 185,046 38.4) + 6.8 
ing, Lumber Yards nm Building Materials 78,050 101,568 106,427 t 36.4) + 4.8 1939. These de- 
goods) was up 45.1 Heating and Plumbing 6,586 6,214 8,636 $1.1 
Hardware Group 59,383 79,052 87,852 | + 47.2 10.5 creases in expendi- 
per cent in 1945 Hardware 40,043 53,761 59,406 | + 48.4) 
from 1939, the =ating and Drinking Places Group™..... 210,756 406,740 429,049 | +108.6 | + 5.5 ures reflect snort- 
’ Drug, Cigar, and News Stores Group“... 94,859 178,029 185,575 | + 95.6] + 4.2 ages and not de- 
at 1939 prices was Whereas in 1945 
P $2,441,298 | $8,346,875 | $8,560,033 | + 45.8 | + 6.4 bout $12 of each 
practically the «) Includes “General Store Group” as reported by the Census, and, also “Hay, Grain, and Feed vom 7 me 
same as in 1939. Stores” apd “Farm end Garden Supply, Stores.” he $100 spent in re- 
neludes “‘Gene’ erchan Troup” as reported t Yensus, ani res,” 
Although the value “Gift, Novelty, and Souvenir Stores” and “‘Luggage Stores.” tail stores went for 
of the goods pur- © Includes “Hardware Group” as reported by the Census, and, also “Farm Implement, Tractor, automobiles and 
Hardware Dealers,” “Sporting Goods,” “Bicycle Shops.” 
chased in 1945 was © Census “Eating Places” and ‘ “Drinking Places” combined. parts in 1939, only 


* ‘*) Includes “D Store G rted the Ce , and, also “Ci Stores” and “Ni 
the same as in 1939 rug Store Group” as reported by 


Deale: 
(assuming 1939 (f) ja me a tetoihe other retail stores and second-hand stores whose sales amounted to $154 were so spent in 
ousand in 
prices) fewer units Source: Data for 1939 are those reported by The Census of Business. The 1944 and 1945 estimates 1945. 
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